VII
THE CONGRESS STAND
" The British are saying they want to go from India. We
may feel that the imperialists are not sincere but yet we
should believe them and give them a chance to quit oeace-
fully,'1 These are the words which were uttered by Sardar
Patel when even Premier Attlee's new offer of independence
to India was in the womb of time. Tnen cams Attlee's de*
claration. Was it a harbinger of freedom 1 Some were
convinced of the genuineness of the British Premier's words ;
while others doubted the sincerity of the Britishers who had
already deceived the Indians by many an unfulfilled promise.
(See Appendix G.) Ho^ could Indians fail to suspect the
British Government when it kept tnousands of Indian
political prisoners in gaol.
New Leader, the official newspaper of the Independent
Labour Party, stated : ** While the Cabinet Mission is anxious
to reach a satisfactory settlement in India, it fears an out-
burst of violent opposition in India and it fears Russia and
it is determined to keep one hand on the pistol in its
pocket just in case Indians cannot easily trust British,
intentions."
If really Premier Attlee had to transfer power to India, if
honestly he had been anxious to free India from the shackles
of British imperialism, how epoch-making an event it would
have been in the history of the British rule in India. No
doubt we wonder if ever a mere declaration could change
the title of the British King who is at present designated
the Emperor of India, while all coins of the realm bear
abbreviated Latin words " Ind Imp " (India Impsrator or
Emperor of India).
The announcement in the Parliament was made on
March 15. Maulana Azad in his speech the very next day said :
4* If we succeed in our talks with the Cabinet Mission, a
new chapter in India's history begins. If we fail in our
neg otiations, the Congress will give the call for a final strug*.